CH 491 – Senior Thesis
This course oversees a laboratory or literature investigation by the student under the guidance of the faculty advisor. A research paper of significant length and an oral presentation are required. This course is intended to fulfill the Chemistry capstone requirement.

Instructor:
Prof. Marietta Schwartz



marietta.schwartz@umb.edu


S-1-082

The class will meet every Monday at 12:30 PM in the chemistry conference room (S-1-089) for in-class discussion of various topics. There will be seminars on many Wednesdays, also at 12:30 PM; you are required to attend those seminars. The department also has a seminar series that meets every week on Tuesday at 4:30 PM, in the Small Science Auditorium. You will be required to attend at least 15 of these seminars over the course of the fall 2007 and spring 2008 semesters.

By the first week in October you must have made arrangements with a faculty member to supervise your research project (if you are not already working with someone). Please let me know as soon as possible who that person will be.

By the end of the fall 2007 semester you will be expected to have completed the preliminary background literature search appropriate for your research project, and you will be presenting the results of that search as a partial PowerPoint presentation. You will also be writing it up as an introduction to your eventual senior thesis.

In April 2008 there will be a statewide undergraduate research conference. You will be expected to present your research at this conference in the form of a poster. More information will be provided in class.

Your final grade will come 70% from your research advisor and 30% from this class (attendance, in-class discussions, presentations, etc.). I expect that everyone will receive an initial grade of Incomplete, as it is very difficult to complete a research project of this sort in one semester.

Preliminary Course Outline
	Date
	Topic

	Monday, September 10

	Introduction to the course and general discussion

	Monday, September 17

	Searching the chemical literature

	Monday, September 24

	Searching the chemical literature

	Monday, October 1
	Scientific ethics – case studies

	Monday, October 8
	Scientific ethics – case studies

	Monday, October 15
	Scientific writing

	Monday, October 22
	Structure drawing

	Monday, October 29
	Basics of PowerPoint

	Monday, November 5
	Posters and presentations – similarities & differences

	Monday, November 12
	?

	Monday, November 19
	?

	Monday, November 26
	?

	Monday, December 3
	Student presentations

	Monday, December 10
	Student presentations


